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Welcome to APAC’s new issue!

APAC’s ELT Journal is an electronic journal for English 
teachers working in Catalonia and beyond.

APAC publishes three issues of the journal per year. APAC 
members receive it first, and at the end of the year all 
issues are made available online.

If you would like to contribute to the journal, first have a 
look at our publishing guidelines. You can also get in touch 
with us to discuss your ideas for other formats or any 
questions you may have.

Editorial team
Jim McCullough & Àngels Oliva

APAC board contributors
Àngels Oliva & Iolanda Ribes

A journal for teachers, 
created by teachers
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Teaching methodology
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Teaching methodology
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APAC Toolkit: Writing Resources
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Curated by Iolanda Ribes for APAC’s social 
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The Linguistic Model of Education in Catalonia 
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APAC ELT Convention 2020: Going Global
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Addressed to anybody who wishes to present at 
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Transforming Teaching Through Erasmus+ 
Discovering Europe

Experiences
Cèlia Raventós
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Teaching methodology

Filming English
Creating Audio-visual Materials with Primary School Students

Written by Elena Vercher, from Escola Cal·lípolis
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Meet the stars of the show
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Develop students’ agency 
and team work
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https://www.storyboardthat.com


APAC ELT Journal

Associació de Professorat d’Anglès de Catalunya page 11

○

■

Issue nº89/2019



APAC ELT Journal

Associació de Professorat d’Anglès de Catalunya page 12

○

●

○

○

○

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

Issue nº89/2019

https://www.powtoon.com/home/?
https://www.wevideo.com/
https://www.kizoa.com/
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https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/corubrics/ebkljcgjgibeejkfagcamikblonnmnfl
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Here’s a snapshot of one of 
the rubrics used to assess 
students

Want to have a look at the videos? Follow this link to see all the 
videos created in this project.

You can also see the media impact on local and national news: 
Més Vila-Seca; Diari de Tarragona; and Ara

Issue nº89/2019

http://englishcallipolis.blogspot.com.es/
http://www.diarimes.com/noticies/camp_tarragona/2017/03/31/els_escolars_la_pineda_fan_seva_primera_cal_lipomovie_17182_1093.html
https://www.diaridetarragona.com/costa/Un-corto-de-la-Escola-Callipolis-de-La-Pineda-en-el-Festival-de-Cine-de-la-Costa-Daurada-20170405-0055.html
https://criatures.ara.cat/escola/Cinema-angles-motivar-alumnes_0_1853814615.html
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https://www.albany.edu/cee/assets/Why_Problem-based_learning_works.pdf
http://electronicportfolios.org/digistory/
http://blog.awwapp.com/6-cs-of-education-classroom/
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Elena Vercher is a teacher based in Catalonia since 2009. She is 
currently teaching English, STEAM and Arts and Crafts in Primary and 
Pre-primary at Cal·lípolis Primary School in La Pineda (Tarragona). She is 
a Google Innovator and Trainer and has been teaching in the English 
Minor of the Primary Education Degree at the URV for two years and has 
given teacher training talks in Barcelona, Madrid, Oviedo, Tarragona and 
València. 

Elena has been recently awarded one of the "Teaching Professional 
Stays" from the Ministry of Education in a Primary School in England, the 
follow-up of the 2018 edition of the John McDowell APAC award and the 
2019 TESOL-SPAIN’s first-time speaker grant. Elena has a degree in 
Primary, English and Music Education, the new degree of Pre-primary 
Education and a master’s course in Teaching English as a Foreign 
Language.

About the author
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Teaching methodology

English Skills for Life
Language Teaching with Real Skills for the Real World

Written by Suzanne Davis, from Escola Virolai

APAC ELT Journal
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The majority of centennials don’t feel 
comfortable conversing face-to-face
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5v30aCl3PX6bmdSY0d4dnhpaXJNQzhZQVYwZVVhM045cGpF/view?usp=sharing
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The Project Idea Compass - based on 
a model by Paul Kidd Hewitt
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PROJECT 1: HOLIDAY ON A BUDGET
RECOMMENDED COURSE: ESO 3+
TIMING: 1 Term
RECOMMENDED LEVEL: B1+
OBJECTIVE: Organise a holiday for a target tourist on a strict budget.

https://englishskillsclub.wordpress.com/?p=39


●
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The Top 10 most amazing destinations. For 
Listening, Use of English and Speaking Practice
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https://sites.google.com/virolai.com/holidayonabudget-bali/inici?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/virolai.com/vogpetravelgroup/home
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PROJECT 2: JOB HUNTING
RECOMMENDED COURSE: Baccalaureate
TIMING: 1 Term
RECOMMENDED LEVEL: B2+
OBJECTIVE: Ace a job interview and land that job!
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https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/top-10-reasons-choosing-job-julien-rio/
https://www.examenglish.com/B2/b2_reading_people.htm
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Check out students’ use of body language in this 
still from one of the job interviews
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A small sample of 
students’ work
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Suzanne Davis has been an EFL teacher and teacher 
trainer since 2004. After years of creating learning 
material for businesses and the ESADE, she has turned 
her focus to Project Based Learning in secondary 
education. She is currently acting Head of Department 
and Course Designer in the Àrea de Llengües 
Estrangeres at Escola Virolai Barcelona.

About the author

Issue nº89/2019
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● Have you recently been inspired by something 

you’ve read?

● Has your department switched to some fantastic 

new materials?

● Are you following a book that ticks all your 

methodological boxes?

● Got your students to read (gasp!) for pleasure?

Spread the word! Send us a proposal, and we’ll be happy to 

include it in our journal. Contact us at info@apac365.org or 

check out the publishing guidelines at 

https://www.apac365.org/elt-journal

Get writing!

mailto:info@apac365.org
https://www.apac365.org/elt-journal


WRITING RESOURCES
March & April 2019

Writing is a key aspect of literacy. We cannot ignore the fact that our students live in a digital world, hence 
the need to get them acquainted with digital tools with which to learn new content but also with which to 
produce better written work whether it is at a beginner level or at a more advanced level. We have gathered 
a few tools that are easy to introduce in your lesson plans. We hope you find them useful.

Grammarly
www.grammarly.com

Grammarly detects mistakes, provides suggestions and guidelines on how 
to correct these mistakes. It also provides a readability score in order to 
improve their style. 

APAC TOOLKITS 01/2019

Contents curated and revised by Iolanda 
Ribes for APAC’s social networks team

Graphwords
www.graphwords.com

Graphwords helps increase the level of lexical complexity of your 
students by providing synonyms and antonyms.

Penzu
www.penzu.com

Penzu is an online journal. It can encourage your students to write a little 
bit everyday. While a journal is something private, they can choose to 
share some specific entries with you or other students.

http://www.grammarly.com
http://www.graphwords.com
http://www.penzu.com


Month 
Year

Dear APAC members,

Introduction to the newsletter

SECTION
Contents of the section

WRITING RESOURCES

Cambridge Write & Improve
www.writeandimprove.com

Cambridge English Write and Improve, is a website to practise the writing 
formats of the different Cambridge Examinations. Students find out their 
level, based on the European Framework of Reference, get feedback on 
the spelling, grammar and style of the writing they submit.

Grammark
www.grammark.org

Grammark is an online tool to help you improve your writings by 
highlighting grammar mistakes and the level of complexity.

Hemingway Editor
www.hemingwayapp.com

Hemingway analyses your writings for mistakes, wordiness and 
readability. It also gives you a score that you can improve by enriching 
your text with the suggested changes.

Have you tried any of these tools? Let us know on 
twitter, instagram, facebook or drop us a line at 
info@apac365.org

Pixton
https://edu.pixton.com/

Pixton is a free tool to write comics. Register, create your own avatar 
teacher, invite your students by email and select one of their free story 
backgrounds. You can leave the rest to your students´ creativity! Great 
tool! You´ll love it!

http://www.writeandimprove.com
http://www.grammark.org
http://www.hemingwayapp.com
https://twitter.com/apac_elt?lang=en
https://www.instagram.com/apac365/
https://www.facebook.com/apacelt/
mailto:info@apac365.org
https://edu.pixton.com/
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The website for Discovering 
Europe, in which you’ll see 
the teachers involved

Experiences

Transforming Teaching Through Erasmus+
Discovering Europe

Written by Cèlia Raventós, from Escola El Castellot

https://twinspace.etwinning.net/543
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Distribution of the 
Discovering Europe schools
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Type of activity

Teach & Learn
● WQ – modified 

webquests
● 2 phases

● Publishing + searching + 
processing information 
with a purpose

● Making decisions
● Teamwork
● Sharing results

Connect & Play e-twinning platform ● Communicative and 
collaborative activities

Learning 
meetings

● 5 school days
● One meeting in each 

school
● Teams 

● Learning modules
● Guest Day – Human 

Towers
● Host families

APAC ELT Journal
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http://www.etwinning.com
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WQ1 – Amazing Europe (Geography)

TOPIC: Basic info about partner countries, regions and towns of 
partner schools.

TASK: Creating wall displays presenting the partner’s countries and 
regions.

http://webquestamazingeurope.weebly.com/
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WQ3 – The Art Of Building (Arts, History, Maths)

TOPIC: Famous buildings in partner countries, 
architecture.

TASK: Building model replicas of famous buildings from 
other countries.

WQ2 – Traditional Songs Of Europe (Music, Local 
Language And Literature)

TOPIC: Traditional songs of partner countries, traditional 
music.

TASK: Writing song lyrics in students’ L1 to traditional 
songs from other countries, plus performing and 
recording the songs.

http://theartofbuilding-webquest.weebly.com/
http://traditionalsongs.weebly.com/
http://traditionalsongs.weebly.com/
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WQ4 – Comic (Hi)stories (History)

TOPIC: Important events from the  history of partner 
countries.

TASK: Creating comics based on important events from 
the history of other countries.

WQ5 – Folk Tales In Puppet Theatre (Literature, 
Drama, Arts)

TOPIC: Popular folk tales of partner countries, folk, 
culture.

TASK: Creating puppet shows based on folk tales of 
partner countries.

WQ6 – Treasure Hunt (Natural Science)

TOPIC: National parks in partner countries.

TASK: Creating posters and a tourist guide about 
national parks in Europe.

http://historicalcomicbook.weebly.com/
http://folktalesinpuppettheatre.weebly.com/task.html
http://folktalesinpuppettheatre.weebly.com/task.html
http://treasurehunt-2017.weebly.com/
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Examples of tasks in a modified webquest

Task 1 Presentation

● Together with your colleagues choose a national 
park located in your country. Find out important 
information about it:

○ location
○ when was it created
○ protected species of plants and animals
○ characteristic elements of landscape
○ interesting trivia

● Your teacher may split you into teams for this 
task.

● Using Powerpoint, create a presentation in 
English with the information and materials 
about the national park. 

● Attach links to other websites, if you think they 
could be useful for the students from other 
countries.

● Your teacher will upload all presentations onto a 
common website.

Task 2 Creating wall 
displays

● Learn about other national parks in partner 
countries, based on the websites created by 
students from those countries. You will find the 
websites in the RESOURCES section.

● Make posters in your own language inviting 
visitors to national parks in different European 
countries.

● You will be working in teams. Each team will 
make a poster about a chosen national park. 

● Think about interesting ways to present 
information! Make it eye-catching and don't 
overload it with too much text!

● Organize an exhibition of posters titled 'National 
Parks of Europe' in your school.
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PRE: Guest day and contact with family

DURING: Activities at school, trips, time with host 
family, friends

POST: Report and feedback at school, stay in 
touch
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“The Finnish school was so different to ours. There was more silence. Even in 
the dining room. I was also surprised that children could help themselves 
from the trolleys and choose what and how much food they wanted. They 
could also choose where to sit down. I wish our school dining room was like 
that.”

“It was such a great experience! This 
can only happen to you once in a 
lifetime”

“I enjoyed teaching our lesson about human towers. The Greek 
students had never heard about it, and they were really 
impressed when they saw the photos and videos in our 
presentation. They really enjoyed the games and building a 
small tower.”

“Travelling to Poland changed my life. In that meeting I found out I 
was able to communicate with people from all over Europe, and learn 
and have fun together. It was great! I had never travelled without my 
family before. That experience also helped me to face hard 
situations.”
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A traditional Catalan human 
tower in Vilafranca during Sant 
Fèlix

Catalan students presenting 
human towers in Germany
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Cèlia Raventós is a primary school teacher and a 
psychopedagogist, currently teaching English at 
Escola El Castellot in La Múnia-Castellví de la Marca. 
She is also working as a European Projects school 
advisor. She has been teaching English for more than 
15 years, and taking part in eTwinning and Erasmus+ 
projects since 2013. Her current projects are Erasmus+ 
KA2 “Learning with the Arts”, with 7 partner schools 
around Europe (Poland, Greece, Finland, Romania, 
Italy, Portugal and Germany), and a KA1 project 
“Learning to Cooperate and Cooperating to Learn in 
the 21st Century”, which includes a job-shadowing 
activity in the UK. Her main interests are collaborative 
work and learner autonomy.

About the author
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